Crate Training Your Puppy or Dog

If done properly, crate training just may be the single best, kindest, and most beneficial thing you'll ever do for your puppy.  Dogs instinctively seek the safety of a "den" and for you to give them one if the first step toward a well-adjusted life with you and your family.

The benefits of crate training are many:


1.  You'll be in control of the puppy when it's left alone in the home.


2.  The virtual elimination of "housetraining" problems.


3.  Many dollars will be saved on replacements or repairs around the house due to

     chewing and teething.


4.  As assurance that the puppy will develop good habits, even when you're not home.

Instructions for crate training:

( Make sure that your attitude toward using a dog crate is a positive one!  Remember that you are doing your puppy a real favor.  "Crate Training" will reduce fear, insecurity, and stress related problems for your puppy.

( Keep the crate in a semi-private spot in a "people" area (such s the kitchen or family room).  This spot should be away from drafts and direct heat.

( Well before bedtime, place the pup in the crate and offer a treat.  Close and lock the gate.

( Immediately establish a routine, using the crate for nap times and whenever the puppy must be left alone for (3-4 hours).  Take it directly from the crate to your chosen outside elimination spot, praise his performance, and go directly inside, do not include play on this trip outside.  The puppy will then be able to make the association.  Your relationship with your pet will be enhanced if you keep its life structured.

( Treat any resistance to crate confinement in a "no nonsense" manner.  Remember, you are not being cruel.  At the first sign of any separation responses (such as a barking or howling), intervene with a sharply raised voice.  The idea is that the pup associates its behavior with the startling raised voice.  Some pups will not respond to a raised voice, but most will respond to the sounds of a shaker can (a coffee can with a few coins) or a newspaper slapped sharply against a door (not the crate door).

( Usually the pup settles quietly in the crate after three to eight attempts at emotional responses.  After the puppy is quiet, keep it inside for about 10 minutes.  Do not praise the pup immediately after releasing it.  This can reinforce the desirability of leaving the crate.

( After an interval of 30-45 minutes, repeat the procedure.  Extend the pup's quiet time to about 30 minutes.  Then gradually extend your absent periods, and, in a short time, you can be gone for several hours.

( Provide soft, washable bedding (such as a towel or bath mat) and one safe chew toy in the crate.  Other than treats, do not put food or water inside the crate.  Remove a collar and tags to prevent possible entanglement.

Remember:  A secure dog is a happier dog - with a happier owner!

It is a general rule of thumb to take a puppy out to its spot 15 minutes after eating.  It should also be taken out immediately following a nap or playtime.  Pups can usually hold their water approximately one hour longer than their months of age.  Example:  a 3-month old pup - 4 hours, a 5-month old pup, 6 hours, etc.  Most pups will sleep through the night, but take them out immediately when you wake in the morning.  No shower or coffee for you until this mission is complete.

Never:


1.  Hit your pup or dog, not even with a newspaper, use verbal or noise corrections only.


2.  Punish your pup or dog by putting it in the crate, only nice things happen to it in the crate.


3.  Let your pup or dog see you clean up after it has had an accident.


4.  Rub your pups or dogs nose in its excretion.  (You'll only make it a dirty dog).


5.  Let children bother, torment, or climb into the crate with the pup or dog.  This is his or her den and no one should violate this "safe haven".

Always:


1.  Praise your pup or dog for proper behavior.


2.  Remove your pup or dog from the crate on time for its elimination training.


3.  Remember a dog is a pack animal and needs to be with you and your family (its new pack).


4.  Remember nothing is more cruel than to keep a dog constantly chained, kenneled, or locked away from its pack.


5.  Take your dog everywhere you can so it will become familiar with all types of people, noises, smells, and sounds.


6.  Never encourage aggressive behavior.

OBEDIENCE CLASSES ARE TERRIFIC FOR YOU AND YOUR NEW PAL!

*** It goes without saying that the crate should be large enough for your dog or pup to stand to its complete height, turn around, and lie down comfortable when confined.

